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Special points of interest 

 Please consider volun-
teering at the Crowded 
Closet.  

 We know the world 
because we are of the 
world.  

 It has been a great 
growing year. 

The Wonderful Grace of Jesus 
Scott Swartzendruber 

 

 

In Genesis 6: 8 we read that Noah found grace in the eyes of Lord.  Prior 

to Noah and his family being saved from the flood we are told that life 

was scary, dark, and violent.  In Noah’s day, the earth was filled with 

violence; every thought in every heart was “evil continually” (Gen. 6:5, 

11).  This lets us know that people had lost all sense of love, joy, and 

peace in God their Maker.  As we read and listen to the news of our day 

we too are seeing a greater increase in violence and a more defiant rejec-

tion of Jesus as the Prince of Peace who came to bring love into our 

hearts and relationships.  

 

Just as Noah, in a dark and violent time found God’s grace sufficient to 

take him through the darkness, so we to can be confident that God will 

do the same for us.  Because Noah was fully devoted to God and trusted 

God to spare him and his family, he experienced firsthand the wonderful 

saving grace of God.  As we too face times in which we feel as though 

we are standing alone in a society that is far from the love and worship 

of Jesus may we trust His grace to stay strong in the Lord.   

 

As someone once said, it is easy to stand with a crowd but it takes great 

courage to stand alone.  Noah found grace and strength in God to live a 

life of deep devotion to God even when everyone around him lived a life 

of selfishness, hate, and rejection of God.  May we in our day live our 

lives in a way that brings Christ honor, and stand for Him in order to 

show the world that the saving grace of Jesus is waiting for them as well.  

What is the solution to all the violence we see in our world?  It is the 

wonderful grace of Jesus that changes us from selfish, sinful, and violent 

people to people of joy and peace in Christ our Savior.  Thank God that 

we like Noah, have found grace in eyes of the Lord! 
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Library Notes 
Shirley Hochstedler, Librarian 

 
A new church year has begun, and it is time for a visit to the church 
library. Our shelves are full of all kinds of books for most every 
taste. Stop in to see what is new, and check out a book or two. Our 
new library committee member is Kim Lehman, so you will be see-
ing her once a month, tending to your needs in the library. 
 
New books include several to encourage you in your Christian walk: Choose Joy by Kay War-
ren, When the Bottom Drops Out by Robert Bugh; Hope for Y our Heart by June Hunt; Respect-
able Sins by Jerry Bridges.  For middle schoolers, there are three Wally McDoogle books by 
Bill Myers: My Life as a Broken Bungee Cord, My Life as Alien Monster Bait, and My Life as 
Crocodile Junk Food. (I think only middle schoolers will understand these!)    And for the 
younger set, Why Should I Share? By Claire Llewellyn. 
 
You won’t want to miss the new DVD, God’s Not Dead. Those who have seen this one, say it is 
very good. 

CROWDED CLOSET REPORT 
Elsie Mast, CC representative 

 
The Crowded Closet Association meeting was held 
Monday September 15, 2014 at Bethel Mennonite 
Church near Wayland. Roger Farmer opened the 
meeting with prayer. As a devotional, two ladies 
from Bethel, Marlinda and Susan Yutzy, made a vid-
eo. It was very good. They were driving in a One 
Accord (steering wheel was a silver tray). They gave 
Colossians 4 for the scripture. “Don’t be weary in 
prayer; keep at it; watch for God’s answers and re-
member to be thankful when they come. Don’t forget 
to pray for us, too, that God will give us many chanc-
es to preach the GOOD NEWS of CHRIST…. Pray 
that I will be bold enough to tell freely and fully, and 
make it …. Make the most of your chances to tell 
others the Good News”. 
 
Income for the last 6 months was $465,143.56. Ex-
penses were $406,842.25, with $225,000.00 of that 
being sent to MCC. Also we have given $20,898.67 
for vouchers locally. On October 7th, a policeman 
will be coming to the Closet to speak about shoplift-
ing. Betsy Slabaugh gave a report of things they 
learned at the Thrift shop meeting the managers at-

tended and why they do some of the things they do. 
A presort assistant has been hired-Karen from Wil-
liamsburg. Also our very own Jane Schlabaugh is our 
newest board member.  
 
Please consider volunteering at Crowded Closet. 
Cashiers are needed but there are many other ways to 
volunteer. There’s always work to do there.  
 
We begin each day at Crowded Closet with prayer. 
We try to make the most of our opportunities as we 
work at the Closet, with those we work with and 
those who come as customers.  
 
It is always a special 
day when I go as a 
cashier at Crowded 
Closet and see the 
regular customers. It 
is also exciting to 
see new faces and 
hear them say it is 
their first time com-
ing to shop. 
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In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 

Lately, I have been thinking about my expectations I 

have for my life.  It has been a start to a process of 

discernment and I am far from done. Why do I ex-

pect them?  Are they the right expectations?  How 

are these expectations affecting my life and those 

around me? 

The beginning for me was when I was reading John 

16:13-15:  When the Spirit of truth comes, he will 

guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on 

his own authority, but whatever he hears he will 

speak, and he will declare to you the things that are 

to come.  He will glorify me, for he will take what is 

mine and declare it to you.   All that the Father has is 

mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine 

and declare it to you. 

The word that really hit me was the word “declare”.  

I looked it up.  It refers to acknowledging possession 

of something.  The Holy Spirit is to show us, Chris-

tians, the things coming.  Plus, He is to take what is 

Christ’s and ‘declare’ it is ours.  We are given both 

vision for the future and Christ’s resources.  Mind-

boggling, isn’t it?   

The next idea was shown to me when I read a state-

ment by Wes and David Beavis.  “The reality is that 

the world has done a woeful job of creating ‘normal.’  

Homicides, suicides, abortions, and children being 

subjected to unspeakable violence, abuse and neglect

- sad to say- have become commonplace in our 

world today; these things have become normal.  

Meanwhile, being dedicated to the cause of Christ-

seven days a week- is deemed by the world to be 

strange.  Who is calling whom crazy?  Let no Chris-

tian be intimidated by the world’s definitions any 

longer.  The world has hijacked normal and driven it 

into a ditch.  The world’s normal is not nicer, kinder 

or more tolerant.  It is hopeless, broken and uninspir-

ing compared to the ‘strange’ gospel of Christ.” 

What am I calling normal?  What the world calls 

normal?  What churches like mine call normal?  

What Christians I know call normal?  What my fami-

ly calls normal?  Or what the Bible shows as normal 

for a Christian?  It is a difficult question to answer 

completely.  I am not sure of my whole answer.  But 

I am sure that I have too much “world” in my an-

swer.   

The third part of this was shown to me while I was 

listening to a sermon called ‘Sanctified Expectations’ 

by Mark Batterson.  He talks about Christ’s miracle 

in the gospel of John of the paralytic by the pool near 

Bethesda.  He talked about how after 38 years the 

man shouldn’t by worldly standards have hope of 

being healed and yet the man did.  Christ encouraged 

hope beyond worldly standards when He told the 

disciples to feed the 5000 and did other miracles.  

Christ lamented at times about people’s lack of faith. 

So if Christ seemed distressed by lack of faith, why 

do we as Christians so often discourage faith in mira-

cles in the name of being realistic?  Why do we limit 

our expectations to what we perceive as our re-

sources? 

Here’s what I think.  Something in us urges us to fit 

in so we cling to what we know.  We know the world 

because we are of the 

world.  How do we fix 

this?  We need to get into 

the Bible and get to know 

God more and more.  By 

the Holy Spirit we are 

promised to be given both 

Christ’s vision and 

Christ’s provision.  Read that again.  By the Holy 

Spirit we are promised to be given both Christ’s vi-

sion and Christ’s provision.  Okay.  Now read that 

aloud.  By the Holy Spirit we are promised to be giv-

en both Christ’s vision and Christ’s provision.  Now 

take some time and really think about how this 

changes your expectations about your life. 

(Cont. on page 4)  
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Feed the Kids! Update 
Leanne Bender 

The Feed the Kids! live and 
silent auctions at the Quad 
County Pork Fest raised al-
most $10,000 to feed the food 
insecure children attending 
Mid-Prairie Elementary 
Schools.  This money will be 
given to the HACAP Opera-
tion Backpack program in or-
der to help pay for the food 
that our local children will 
receive.  Costs to feed one 
child for one school year 
through Operation Backpack 
are approximately $212. The 
auction proceeds will help us 

to feed 47 children!  We are 
also pursuing donations from 
local businesses and individu-
als, as we anticipate having 
more than 47 children eligible 
to participate in the pro-
gram.  Thank you for your 
prayers, donations, and other 
support for this program! 
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(In Pursuit continued from page 3) 

The world’s normal doesn’t hold a 

candle to what God is showing us to 

be our ‘Christian normal.’  Our ex-

pectations need to exceed our world-

ly resources; otherwise we are wast-

ing the resources that God has put at 

our disposal.   I am not looking for-

ward to explaining to God why I 

have wasted some of the resources 

He has so graciously given me.  (And 

I know I have wasted more than I can 

stand!) 

So here is the current challenge in my 

life.  I need to spend more time in 

God’s Word and in His presence.  I 

need to block out the worldly stand-

ards and look to the Bible standards 

Christ has set before me.  I need to 

allow Christ’s given vision to set the 

expectations in my life even when 

they appear beyond my greatest im-

agination.  I need to believe these 

expectations will be met by me put-

ting forth my effort wholeheartedly 

and God making up the difference 

through His perfect vision and His 

boundless resources (Which will be 

the lion’s share).  I need to praise 

God and thank Him for His faithful-

ness throughout the entire process.  

This is Christ’s normal.  I am going 

to pursue it.  Are you ready to join 

me?  I pray you do.  Let’s start ex-

pecting Christ’s vision for our lives 

together and leave the world’s nor-

mal behind.   

As always, in pursuit 

Congratulations! 
 

These people have reached a 
milestone, 50 or more years of 
marriage, or 80 or more years 

of life 
Don’t forget to send a card! 
The addresses are in your 

church directory. 
 

Birthday: 
Ed D Miller,   October 10 
Lynn Brenneman,   October 11 
Fern Bachmann,    October 16 
 
Anniversary: 
Harvey & Ruby Yoder,  
     October 1,   55 years 
Duane & Florence Miller,   
     October 15,   59 years 
Quinten & Dolores Miller,  
     October 15,   61 years 
Phil & Dorothy Marner,  
     October 16,   59 years 
Gene & Edna Miller,  
     October 17,   60 years 

____________________________________________________________________ 



I am sitting outside early in the morning on a crisp 
day enjoying the sights & sounds of the humming-
birds coming to the feeder, while Koda is nearby 
gnawing on a bone.  Life is good!  And as I write 
this article I realize this might be the last “outdoor” 
writing for 2014.  It’s cold out here!  Now for 
what’s happening. 
 
Ben Fiordelise is a freshman at Liberty University 
in Lynchburg, Virginia.  Wow, what a name for a 
town!  OK, back to the story. Ben must have had 
some extra time on his hands, so he tried out for the 
university football team as a “walk-on”.  He was 
one of five walk-ons who made the team!  Ben got 
to suit up for a recent home game that was tele-
vised.  Bill and Beth couldn’t get that channel, so 
they added ESPN3 for one game.  Sure enough here 
came Ben running on to the field with about 100 
other Liberty football players.  Ben is really enjoy-
ing his first year at college and his mom now has 
pictures to prove it! 
 
Zac Eash is engaged to Rachel Purdy with a wed-
ding planned in the Fall of 2015.  Zac & Rachel 
met at Central College and graduated with teaching 
degrees.  They are presently both elementary school 
teachers.  Zac is the son of Angie and Mike. 
 
Edna Brenneman got her picture in the Kalona 
News holding some huge potatoes that she grew in 
her garden this summer.  Those potato plants were 
completely submerged by flood waters this sum-
mer.  Maybe that’s the secret to large potatoes.  The 
Miller garden had huge brussel 
sprout plants, which were taller 
than Carol.  So it has been a 
great growing year, one can see 
that in the declining price of 
corn, soybeans, and wheat.  
 
Ashley Sojka was elected 
“Queen” of the Mid-Prairie 
High School Homecoming.  
She was also escorted on to the 
football field by her father.  
Ashley is the daughter of Joe 
and Julie.  Way to go, Ashley. 
 

Gordon and Juanita Troyer went to Gordon’s I-W 
Reunion in Colorado this summer.  Gordon also 
went on a 2 day/2 night hiking and camping trip 
with 8 other I-W guys.  They hiked SW of Colora-
do Springs in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains up 
through Music Pass and camped and fished at Up-
per Sand Creek Lake.  He also toted a 42# back-
pack.  Wow, how neat.  
 
Ronnie & Fannie Miller took a trip to Haiti to visit 
Troy.  It’s always nice to visit family and see 
what’s new in their 
lives.  We are sure they 
had a great time togeth-
er. 
 
Larry Pickard had right 
shoulder surgery recent-
ly to repair a rotator 
cuff.  This has interfered 
with his fishing and driving, which have both been 
postponed for a number of weeks.  So if you see 
this guy out walking to JW’s or The Appliance 
Barn, you may want to give him a lift.  He’s not 
walking for his health!  Larry also sold “The Wash-
board Laundromat”, Kalona’s one and only laun-
dromat.  He and Bonnie started that business in 
1996.  So now we no longer see Larry driving 
down 5th Street at 6:30 a.m. every day to open the 
laundromat.  He gets to sleep in! 
 
Brace yourselves for a long hard winter.  All signs 
are pointing that way.  The Wooly Worms are all 
black, no brown at the tips.  Also my neighbor’s 
wood pile is huge and he is a preacher and I figure 
he should know something about the future.  So 
make those winter reservations to take a trip south; 
a lot of the birds have already left.    
                                                                                                                             
Well, that’s it for this time so cheer on your favor-
ite baseball team in the playoffs.  We hope you ate 
well at the Fall Festival and saw some old friends 
as well.  Also the hunting and harvest seasons will 
soon be here, so “Stay Safe”.  So long for now.   
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Ed V & Carol Miller 
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Thanks to all the volunteers and donors from Kalona 
Mennonite who helped with the free lunch this summer, 
which was sponsored by St. Maria’s Bread House. It was 
fun to have you, and your help made it all possible! 
 
Starting in October, KMC’s kitchen will have a special 
function. Jenelle Bender has volunteered to continue the 
food deliveries that were part of the summer lunch. Vol-
unteers will be packing lunches on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days in the kitchen, starting at noon. We’ll then go out to 
make deliveries and to get to know people. 
 
We invite anyone who is interested to join in, but be 
aware that you will be doing more than just packing and 
delivering food; you’ll be learning more about what it 
means to love your neighbors as yourself. If you’re any-
thing like me, it might even be scary, but there will be 
good times and rewards along the way.  
 
St. Maria’s Bread House is a Kalona-based nonprofit 
group with an Orthodox Christian foundation. It focuses 
on creating community to address food insecurity, mal-
nourishment, and social isolation in the Kalona area. The 

vision for it grew out of the realization that family and 
economic structures are weakening—and that people have 
all kinds of needs in Kalona right now. 
 
The Bread House plans to have other programs, such as 
group breadmaking and eating, gardening, and classes in 
cooking and nutrition. These will bring together rich and 
poor, young and old, to have fun and to work together 
toward creating and sustaining healthy food and relational 
networks.  
 
We hope that the physical location for the Bread House 
(which we’re looking for right now!) will include spaces 
for (1) socializing, cooking, and eating, (2) prayer and 
quiet, and (3) gardening—all of which can help meet 
some of our basic needs for food, community, and rela-
tionship with God and self. 
 
Thank you for your interest and support, KMC! We look 
forward to growing with you. 

St. Maria’s Bread House 
Amy Spencer, director, St. Maria’s Bread House,  

kalonabreadhouse@gmail.com 
 


